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amend their charters by a majority vote of the qualified voters of said city at an election held
for that purpose. The adoption or amendment of charters is subject to such limitations as
may be prescribed by the Legislature, and no charter or any ordinance passed under said
charter shall contain any provision inconsistent with the Constitution of the State, or of the
general laws enacted by the Legislature of this State. Said cities may levy, assess and collect
such taxes as may be authorized by law or by their charters; but no tax for any purpose shall
ever be lawful for any one year, which shall exceed two and one-half per cent. of the taxable
property of such city, and no debt shall ever be created by any city, unless at the same time
provision be made to assess and collect annually a sufficient sum to pay the interest thereon
and creating a sinking fund of at least two per cent. thereon, except as provided by
Subsection (b). Furthermore, no city charter shall be altered, amended or repealed oftener
than every two years.

(b) To increase efficiency and effectiveness to the greatest extent possible, the legislature
may by general law authorize cities to enter into interlocal contracts with other cities or
counties without meeting the assessment and sinking fund requirements under Subsection
(a).

SECTION 2. Section 7, Article XI, Texas Constitution, is amended to read as follows:
Sec. 7. (a) All counties and cities bordering on the coast of the Gulf of Mexico are hereby

authorized upon a vote of the majority of the qualified voters voting thereon at an election
called for such purpose to levy and collect such tax for construction of sea walls, breakwaters,
or sanitary purposes, as may now or may hereafter be authorized by law, and may create a
debt for such works and issue bonds in evidence thereof. But no debt for any purpose shall
ever be incurred in any manner by any city or county unless provision is made, at the time of
creating the same, for levying and collecting a sufficient tax to pay the interest thereon and
provide at least two per cent (2%) as a sinking fund, except as provided by Subsection (b);
and the condemnation of the right of way for the erection of such works shall be fully
provided for.

(b) To increase efficiency and effectiveness to the greatest extent possible, the legislature
may by general law authorize cities or counties to enter into interlocal contracts with other
cities or counties without meeting the tax and sinking fund requirements under Subsection
(a).

SECTION 3. This proposed constitutional amendment shall be submitted to the voters at
an election to be held November 8, 2011. The ballot shall be printed to permit voting for or
against the proposition: "The constitutional amendment authorizing the legislature to allow
cities or counties to enter into interlocal contracts with other cities or counties without the
imposition of a tax or the provision of a sinking fund."

Adopted by the Senate on March 31, 2011: Yeas 31, Nays 0; adopted by the House on
May 24, 2011: Yeas 144, Nays 0, one present not voting.

Filed with the Secretary of State May 27, 2011.

S.J.R. No. 28

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION
proposing a constitutional amendment relating to the provision of parks and recreational facilities by
conservation and reclamation districts in El Paso County.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE Legislature of the State of Texas:
SECTION 1. Subsection (c-1), Section 59, Article XVI, Texas Constitution, is amended to

read as follows:
(c-1) In addition and only as provided by this subsection, the Legislature may authorize

conservation and reclamation districts to develop and finance with taxes those types and
categories of parks and recreational facilities that were not authorized by this section to be
developed and financed with taxes before September 13, 2003. For development of such
parks and recreational facilities, the Legislature may authorize indebtedness payable from
taxes as may be necessary to provide for improvements and maintenance only for a
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conservation and reclamation district all or part of which is located in Bexar County, Bastrop
County, Waller County, Travis County, Williamson County, Harris County, Galveston County,
Brazoria County, Fort Bend County, [4] Montgomery County, or El Paso County, or for the
Tarrant Regional Water District, a water control and improvement district located in whole or
in part in Tarrant County. All the indebtedness may be evidenced by bonds of the
conservation and reclamation district, to be issued under regulations as may be prescribed by
law. The Legislature may also authorize the levy and collection within such district of all
taxes, equitably distributed, as may be necessary for the payment of the interest and the
creation of a sinking fund for the payment of the bonds and for maintenance of and
improvements to such parks and recreational facilities. The indebtedness shall be a lien on
the property assessed for the payment of the bonds. The Legislature may not authorize the
issuance of bonds or provide for indebtedness under this subsection against a conservation
and reclamation district unless a proposition is first submitted to the qualified voters of the
district and the proposition is adopted. This subsection expands the authority of the
Legislature with respect to certain conservation and reclamation districts and is not a
limitation on the authority of the Legislature with respect to conservation and reclamation
districts and parks and recreational facilities pursuant to this section as that authority existed
before September 13, 2003.

SECTION 2. The legislature intends by the amendment proposed by Section 1 of this
resolution to expand the authority of the legislature with regard to conservation and
reclamation districts in El Paso County. The proposed amendment should not be construed
as a limitation on the powers of the legislature or of a district with respect to parks and
recreational facilities as those powers exist immediately before the amendment takes effect.

SECTION 3. This proposed constitutional amendment shall be submitted to the voters at
an election to be held November 8, 2011. The ballot shall be printed to permit voting for or
against the proposition: "The constitutional amendment authorizing the legislature to permit
conservation and reclamation districts in El Paso County to issue bonds supported by ad
valorem taxes to fund the development and maintenance of parks and recreational facilities."

Adopted by the Senate on March 31, 2011: Yeas 31, Nays 0; adopted by the House on
May 11, 2011: Yeas 126, Nays 13, two present not voting.

Filed with the Secretary of State May 16, 2011.

SJ.R. No. 37

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION
proposing a constitutional amendment to change the length of the unexpired term that causes the
automatic resignation of certain elected county or district officeholders if they become candidates for
another office.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE Legislature of the State of Texas:

SECTION 1. Subsection (b), Section 65, Article XVI, Texas Constitution, is amended to
read as follows:

(b) If any of the officers named herein shall announce their candidacy, or shall in fact
become a candidate, in any General, Special or Primary Election, for any office of profit or
trust under the laws of this State or the United States other than the office then held, at any
time when the unexpired term of the office then held shall exceed one [(-)] year and 30 days,
such announcement or such candidacy shall constitute an automatic resignation of the office
then held, and the vacancy thereby created shall be filled pursuant to law in the same manner
as other vacancies for such office are filled.

SECTION 2. (a) This proposed constitutional amendment shall be submitted to the
voters at an election to be held November 8, 2011, only if the secretary of state certifies that
an enactment of the 82nd Legislature, Regular Session, that became law provides for a filing
deadline for an application for a place on the general primary ballot that occurs in the
calendar year before the year in which the primary is held. If the secretary of state does not
make a certification under this subsection, this resolution has no effect.
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